This splendid catalogue is worthy of the great collection it records: some twelve thousand engraved portraits of about 3,300 doctors and scientists. Once again the world-wide community of medical historians, librarians and collectors will be indebted to the Wellcome Institute for a work of reference valuable and interesting far beyond its primary purpose of making accessible another section of the riches of its Museum and Library. It will become at once an indispensable tool for anyone who wants to arrange a collection or identify a single impression.
Many of the worthies portrayed, whether famous or forgotten, are represented by a single image each, while the appearance of others is recorded in numerous portraits. Isaac Newton seems to top the list with fifty-seven, followed by Edward Jenner with forty-five; but random sampling suggests that general interest encouraged the multiplication of versions of a portrait more readily than solid scientific worth. Dr. Poynter's preface draws attention to some special treasures, such as Rembrandt's etching of J. A. Van der Linden, which Dr. Burgess's catalogue-entry tells us was refused as unworthy by Van der Linden's publishers, and the much less known, masterly etching of P. F. Gachet by Van Gogh; both these etchings are reproduced, as are several original drawings. Notable among the latter are a pencil drawing of Jenner and the engraver's preliminary sketch of Dalton; the catalogue records many others from among which one would particularly like to see the pen drawing, dated from Scutari in November 1854, of Florence Nightingale in her wards. The catalogue is very fully supplied with references to publications concerning individual portraits, and there is also a bibliography in two sections: general and individual; the reader must note, however, that this second section lists books and articles referring to individual engravings, while monographs on the oeuvre of individual artists occur in both lists.
Such slight inconsistencies as have been noticed detract very little from the immense usefulness and interest of this major catalogue. Dr. Burgess's deep knowledge and appreciation of the Wellcome Art Collections of which she has long been Keeper, and her generous sharing of her expertise with everyone who consults her, are well known. Her charge includes, besides this wealth of engravings and drawings, 'hundreds of portraits in oils, even more numerous sculptured and medallic portraits, and original photographs' providing material, Dr. Poynter promises, for a later volume. Whoever uses the present volume will eagerly await its successor (covering perhaps the medals first?), but only those who have attempted similar work, even on a small scale, can visualize the hours running into years in which knowledge, judgment and mere drudgery must have been expended to achieve this monumental catalogue in all its wealth of accurate detail. 
